POETRY


In general, poetry involves students at an emotional level and increases their desire to learn as they feel a genuine need to express themselves in the foreign language.
In addition it is an innovative way of practising grammatical structures, all four skills as well as spelling, pronunciation and language awareness.

The following is a list of tried and tested pattern poems, suitable for all levels of English learners.

Tip: as poetry writing relies a lot on student autonomy, it is a good idea to have a supply of dictionaries in the classroom.
 Acrostic

Helps with: 
· Spelling 
· Vocabulary
·  Dictionary use 
Select a word or name and write it in a column on the left side of the page and then explain the word in words or phrases beginning with each letter of the word.

e.g.:

Student 
Community 
Helpful 
Offering
Opportunities for
 Learning

 Adjective poem

Helps with: 
· Adjectives 
· Adjectives after linking verbs 
· Dictionary use
This consists of six lines which develop a series of adjectives to describe a single topic or action. It can provide good practice for identifying and creating adjectives without worrying about order.
The pattern:
Line 1: Noun
Line 2:Same noun + is or are + adjective 1
Line 3:Same noun + is or are + adj. l, adj. 2 
Line 4:Is or are + adj. l, adj. 2, adj. 3 
Line 5:Adj. l, 2, 3,4 
Line 6:New related noun
E.g.
Fog
 Fog is white
 Fog is white, wet
 Is white, wet, thick
 White, wet, thick, cold,

 Morning

This can also be done with adverbs by replacing is or are with a verb and line 6 with a phrase showing time or place.

Biopoem

Helps with: 
· Adjectives
· Relative clauses
· Items in a series 
This is used to summarise the life of someone or something or to present research done on people, plants or animals.

Pattern:

1. First name
2. 4 adj.s to describe character
3. Relative of 
4. Lover of (3 people, things or ideas)
5. Who feels (3 emotions)
6. Who needs (3 items)
7. Who fears (3 items)
8. Who gives (3 items)
9. Who would like to see (3 items)
10. Resident of
11. Last name

Contrast Poem

Helps with:
· Simple and compound sentence structure
· Linking verbs followed by adjectives
· Verbs in the negative
· The conjunction but
Pattern

A............. is/linking verb + adj.

A............. is/linking verb + adj.

A............. is/linking verb + adj.
A............. is/linking verb + adj.

But  it (neg.) + adj.
E.G.:
A dog is friendly

A dog is intelligent
A dog is loyal

But a dog isn’t human

Days of the week poem

Teaching points:
· Punctuation and the capitalisation of proper nouns

· Days of the week

· Sensory verbs

Pattern

On Monday l saw...............................................................

On Tuesday l touched ……………………………………….
On Wednesday l tasted......................................................
On Thursday l heard...........................................................
On Friday l smelled.............................................................
On Saturday l (felt)..............................................................
On Sunday l (any verb).......................................................
N.B. verbs can be sequenced in any order.

E.g.
On Monday l saw snow falling

On Tuesday l touched a snowman

On Wednesday l heard the blowing wind

On Thursday l smelled hot chocolate

On Friday l heard jingle bells

On Saturday l tasted gingerbread cookies

On Sunday l felt wonderful

Five senses poem

Teaching points:
· Sensory verbs
· Basic sentence structure
· Metaphors and similes
Pattern

(An idea or emotion) is (one or two colours)

It tastes like.....................................

It sounds like....................................

It smells like.....................................

It looks like.......................................

It makes me feel (Iike)..................

E.g.

The desert

The desert is red and yellow

It tastes like a chilli pepper

It sounds like snakes

It smells like the sun

It looks like red rocks and sand

It makes me feel hot and thirsty

l wish poem

Teaching points:
· Structures following wish
Pattern

l wish l had ............................................

l wish l could ………………………………
l wish l were .,.....................,..................

Then l would (conclusion)

Eg.

l wish l had a pair of beautiful wings

l wish l could fly high in the sky

l wish l were a butterfly

Then l would be free

Preposition poem
Teaching points:
· Prepositions and prepositional phrases

Pattern

Prepositional phrase

Prep. Phrase

Prep. Phrase

Prep. Phrase

Prep. Phrase

Main clause about an event or an object

Eg.

Down the hall,

Around the corner,

A long the corridor,

Past the toilets,

Through the door,

Into the classroom,

The pupils ran.
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